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Rep. Ferrari Debates CT Death Penalty With Rep. Lawlor 
 

 

With convicted serial killer Michael Ross scheduled for 
execution by lethal injection Wednesday and debate on 
the future of Connecticut’s death penalty intensifying, 
state Representatives Richard F. Ferrari, R-62nd District, 
and Michael P. Lawlor, D-99th District, will square off on 
the issue Sunday, January 23rd on WTIC NewsTalk 

1080’s half-hour Face Connecticut program, hosted by Chris Francis, which airs after the 
6 a.m. news.  

Death penalty opponents and the state Public Defenders Office are seeking stays of 
execution for Ross – who has said he wants the execution to proceed and opposes the 
appeals that have been filed against his wishes.  

“There are certain crimes that are so heinous and cruel that the only appropriate 
punishment is the death penalty,” Representative Ferrari said. “The Michael Ross case is 
a textbook example of its appropriateness. The fact that he raped and murdered several 
young women has never been disputed. Ross himself understands that the legal actions 
that have been taken against his will to prevent his execution have done nothing but 
prolong the agony of the families of his victims.”  

“To contend that a death sentence carried out by lethal injection as decreed by a judge or 
jury after a fair trial constitutes ‘cruel and unusual punishment’ is wrong. In most 
instances, the state cannot prevent an actual crime from occurring.  However, the state 
fails society, victims and their families when it is unwilling to impose the appropriate 
penalty. It tells victims’ families that the state places a higher value on the lives of 
sadistic criminals who took pleasure in raping and torturing people before killing them in 
unspeakably painful and horrifying ways than it does on the innocents they murdered,” 
Representative Ferrari said.  

 


